PINEWOOD FIRE DISTRICT

BOARD MEETING
JULY 19, 2016
MEMBERS PRESENT:
Chairman - Richard Drinen

Clerk - Barbara Timberman

Member - Robert Rose
Member - Lois Barnes 

Member - Patricia Treharne

MEMBERS ABSENT:

None.
STAFF PRESENT:

John Welsch, Fire Chief
   
Office Manager - Kim Ball

Admin Assistant – Mindy Mohler

Captain, Steve Oberly


Firefighter, Derek Day

Medic, Josh Doak
Firefighter, Branden Mohler



VOLUNTEERS PRESENT:
None.
PUBLIC PRESENT:


Steve Bowyer



Sue Drinen



Len Friedlund

Bob Timberman



Meeting was called to order at 3:00 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance and Roll Call.  A quorum was affirmed.

ADMINISTRATIVE REMARKS:
None.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  JUNE 21, 2016
Chairman Drinen asked the board if they had any corrections to the minutes.
Hearing none the minutes were approved as presented.
CORRESPONDENCE:

Board of Directors given a thank you card to read.
FINANCIAL REPORTS: 
Chief Welsch explained that we are 100% through our previous budgeted year but we will still see some bills straggling in which will change our expenses slightly. He states that we have received 99.42% of our property taxes, which seems to be an all time high. FDAT was considerably low, around 3% lower than expected. Under Contracted Services we expected $1200 and got $7330 because Foxboro came back on line again, so the total income is around 96.3% of what was expected and our total expenses are currently at 85.38% of what was expected. The SAFER Grant and extra volunteers were not included in last years budget so it was a little bit over budgeted in Medicare, Social Security and Workers Compensation. 
OFFICE MANAGER’S REPORT – Kim Ball
A.  Ambulance Billing Report:  JUNE 2016:
Member Treharne asked if Guardian had to transport a patient in Munds Park if that Munds Park resident would be billed. Office Manager Ball explained that we bill all insurance companies, primary and secondary, but if their insurance does not cover the entire claim then we subsidize the amount not covered per our CON (Certificate of Necessity). 

In June we charged out $27,250.13 in ambulance billing, we received $9393.35 in payments which gave us a year to date figure of $165,501.23. The aging report was $56,915.92. Our June resident subsidy was $4,084.38 with a year to date total of $20,322.29. We received a total of $50.00 in ambulance collection payments and have an outstanding claims total of $22,576.20. We received payment for the two fires that the Bear Jaw Crew went on in May and June which brought our year to date total to $101,009.27.  Our out of district billing has $12,006.00 currently in claims and a total year to date income of $7, 701.36. We received $16.25 in collections payments with a total year to date amount of $227.50 and $8581.46 in outstanding claims. 
B.  Monthly Run Log Comparison Report: JUNE 2016:
There was discussion about the total number of fire calls. Chief Welsch explained that that total number included calls that were made regarding camp fires in the area on no burn days and he is working on having the report show a breakdown of fire categories in the future. 

In June we had 40 medical calls, 20 fire calls, and 12 special duty calls. We saw 13 individuals in the med room with a total of 85 calls for the month. We did 22 transports with a total of 23 individuals transported to the hospital. We had 52 in district calls at 72% and 20 out of district calls at 28%.

CHIEF'S REPORT:  
A.
Response Exception Reports:


1.
Fire

2.
EMS


3.
Rescue
 Chief Welsch stated that the Bear Jaw Crew have been very busy since May and are currently out on a wildland fire, the Fuller Fire up on the North Rim in the Grand Canyon. 

 Chief Welsch explained that there was a fatality on I-17 that C-Shift had responded to. 

3. No rescue to report on.   

B. UPDATE ON LEGISLATIVE ISSUES:

Legislature is still out of session. 
C. AFDA UPDATE: 
Chief Welsch reported that AFDA had their summer conference and no real news came out of it. 
D. COMMUNICATION:

Chief Welsch stated that Firefighter Burns is working on some problems we were having with radio communication holes. Firefighter Burns was able to get Mormon Mountain to come online which gives us decent coverage almost all the way down to the over look, but past the over look we have to use cell phones. Firefighter Burns is working on getting the necessary paperwork to FCC to initiate South Broadcast site. Firefighter Burns will be hooking up a piece of repeater equipment in the engine allowing the guys on a call to use their portable radios to transmit to the repeater in the engine and then from there to dispatch. This allows them to use their radios instead of them having to return back to the engine in order to connect with dispatch.  Chief Welsch states that this should be online sometime this week and training completed later the following week. 
E. NEWMAN PARK FIRE PROTECTION UPDATE: 

 Chief Welsch said that the Newman Park owner has an outstanding bill of $10,000 after responding to two calls, one for burning dynamite and the second for burning railroad ties in the same spot the old shack had been previously. The owner is stating that he cannot afford to pay his bill. Chief Welsch discussed the possibility of getting the Newman Park owner annexed into our Fire District and forgiving his bill. By annexation we will cover the property forever or until he writes a letter stating he doesn’t want our coverage anymore. Chief Welsch is gathering all the information concerning annexation. Chief Welsch asked for a ruling from the Deputy County Attorney who said you have to have like property in between to be contiguous or not contiguous. There is Federal land, not private land, between the Newman Park property and our Department and the same goes for the Foxboro area and the East side of Freeway on Fox Ranch Road. If we annex someone who backs up with the forest then that is contiguous property. Firefighter Day is working on getting contact information for the rest of property owners of Newman Park so we can put out information to try to annex in all of the properties in those areas. All that the owners have to do is write a letter, including legal descriptions of their property, asking to be annexed in. Then it is a board vote whether or not we accept their application for annexation. Chief Welsch spoke with the people of Foxboro Ranch letting them know that an opportunity might exist for them to annex the common areas of Foxboro which includes the club house, well house, mechanics shop and all the green belt and roadways in between. Then we can have all property owners annex their property into the District instead of waiting for complete build out. Chief Welsch said if we can get Mr. and Mrs. Mooney to annex it allows all other empty parcels in the center that could be annexed as they get sold and developed. Chief Welsch believes it will be easy to get these locations annexed into our Fire District.  
Chairman Drinen asked for a motion to approve contacting the owner of Newman Park to talk about annexation into the fire district and forgiving his current $10,000 bill with successful annexation.

Member Treharne Moved and Member Barnes seconded. Motion passed unanimously. 

F. AMENDMENT TO RESOLUTION 2015-03: 
Chief Welsch explained that this is an Amendment to Resolution that passed last year regarding Workers Compensation Insurance. The current wording was, “To receive not more than $400 dollars per month.” The amendment would change the wording to, “To be covered by an assumed wage of $400 dollars.” The Board wanted to make sure it was $400 dollars a month since the new document did not state the word month. Office Manager Ball explained that that is how the Representative of CopperPoint wanted the document to be worded. 
Chairman Drinen asked for a motion to approve the amendment to Resolution 2015-03 assuming that the new statement means $400.00 dollars per month. 

Member Rose moved and Member Timberman seconded. Motion passed unanimously. 

9. SB1244 FIRE DISTRICT TAX RATE CAP: 

Chief Welsch handed out an email received back from Brian Furuya, the Deputy County Attorney, with a few changes to the original document written by Chief Welsch. His biggest concern was wanting to ensure the County Recorder’s Office got everything they needed from us by the due date. Brian suggested doing an informational handout with information on the departments options on what will happen if the ballot proposal does or does not pass. The Board discussed options for getting the information out there which included running the information on our website, in the Pinewood News, Mail copies to all full time residents and also in the Sanitary Districts News letter along with having a few pamphlets here in the office for anyone who may come in. Information will have to be sent to the County Recorder’s office by August 10th, but Chief Welsch would like it to be sent a little earlier in case there are any issues that may need to be changed, fixed or clarified further. Chief Welsch asked that the board email him the information they would like to see printed and he will put together one statement that they can send to the County once they all approve of it. 
10. 2016-2017 BUDGET: 

There were no questions or comments and Office Manager Ball stated that no one has come in asking for a copy of the proposed budget. 
Chairman Drinen asked for a motion to approve the 2016-2017 budget. Member Timberman moved and Member Barnes seconded. Motion passed unanimously. 

11. ACTION ITEMS:

Chief Welsch suggested an Annexation Update. 

12. CALL TO THE PUBLIC

None at this time.
The meeting was adjourned at 3:35  P.M.

NEXT MEETING:
AUGUST 16, 2016 at 3 P.M.

Respectfully submitted by   ____________________________________________________


       

          (Clerk of the Board, Barbara Timberman)
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