
PINEWOOD FIRE DISTRICT
BOARD MEETING

June 15, 2021
1. Call to Order & Pledge of Allegiance:
Meeting was called to order at 3:00 p.m. with roll call and Pledge of Allegiance. 
2. Roll Call:

Members Present:

Chairman, Richard Drinen

Clerk, Barbara Timberman 

Member, Patricia Treharne Member, Lois Barnes 


Member, Robert Rose
A quorum was established.
Staff Present:

Fire Chief, Josh Tope 

        
Office Manager, Sara Byerrum
Captain, Branden Mohler
Firefighter, Dustin Maggard

Firefighter, Joe McDonald
            Firefighter, Bennie Pospishel
Firefighter, Casey Welsch                  Firefighter, Garett Hall
Public Present:


Bob Timberman


Sue Drinen



Mac Arnold

3. Administrative Remarks:
There were no administrative remarks.
4. Approval of Minutes: May 18, 2021:
Minutes approved as presented. 
5. Correspondence: 
Office Manager Byerrum stated she had no correspondence. 
6. Financial Reports: 
Chief Tope said that we are at 91.67% through the fiscal year and the expense categories are as follows: 1000 HR Salaries and Overtime is at 81.42% and HR Benefits at 70.11%, 2000 Physical Resources is at 62.68%, 3000 Operational Expenses is at 72.18% and Capital Expenditures is at 16.6% leaving the total expenditures for the fiscal year at 67.05%.
7. Office Managers Report: 

Office Manager Byerrum said that we collected over $64,000 in ambulance revenue and have over $30,000 in resident subsidy fiscal year to date in write offs. She stated we had no collections for BearJaw or Fire Recovery revenue during May and we still have outstanding invoices for AERO medical billing. Chief Tope reviewed the run log with the board.
8. Chiefs Report:  
A. Response Exception Reports:
Chief Tope stated that the district responded to a dump truck that was not only on fire itself but caused a power outage within Munds Park for several hours. He stated they also responded to a rollover motor vehicle accident with multiple pediatric patients. 
B. Update on Legislative Issues:
Chief Tope stated Governor Ducey called for special session for wildland suppression. State budget is still pending approval. 
C. Operational Report: 
Chief Tope reported that the district is advertising for open application full time Firefighters and closes July 15, 2021. 
Next, Chief Tope stated that Bennie Pospishel will be attending Medic School and three new reserves have started. He mentioned they are all doing well.
Chief advised the board that right as COVID started the County applied for a grant to treat the drainage and it was first denied. The County then started another Grant, the Building Resilient Infrastructure (BRIC) Grant. He stated this grant is different due to being tied together with Pinewood’s project and a project in Highlands Fire District. Chief stated we accepted the first grant, and we might still receive the second grant. 
Lastly, Chief advised BearJaw has been down at the Telegraph Fire in Globe for approximately a week along with many other Firefighters. 

9.Approval of 2021-2022 Budget for public posting: 

Chief advised the board the major change within the budget compared to last year was the carry-over, which went up 73.8%. He stated there were minor changes to the Officer Manager healthcare due to bringing in a new Office Manager. 2000 and 3000 class had no changes. 

Next, Chief stated the 4000 class is where most changes took place. He stated he added funds to sick and vacation buy-back, building & grounds, apparatus & equipment and bumped up capital reserve as well. 

Lastly, Chairman Drinen asked for a motion to approve the budget. Member Treharne moved and Member Barnes seconded. The motion passed unanimously. 

10.Discussion/Vote on the 2021-2023 MOU

Chief advised the board that Compensation/Wages increased by 2% for both Pinewood Firefighters and BearJaw. Chairman Drinen asked for a motion to approve the MOU. Member Rose moved and Member Treharne seconded. The motion passed unanimously. 
11. Executive Session: Discussion/update on personnel:  
Chairman Drinen asked for a motion to enter an executive session to hear from Chief Tope on updates about personnel. Clerk Timberman moved and Member Rose seconded. The motion passed unanimously.
Aye Votes: Chairman Drinen, Clerk Timberman, Member Treharne, Member Barnes, Member Rose

The Board and Chief Tope entered an executive session at 3:15 pm.

This executive session ended at 3:26pm and the fire department personnel and public were invited back into the meeting room. 

12. CALL TO THE PUBLIC:

Chairman Drinen called to the public with no response. 
The meeting was adjourned at 3:27 P.M.

Next Meeting: July 20, 2021 at 3 P.M.

Respectfully submitted by   ____________________________________________________


       

          (Clerk of the Board, Barbara Timberman)
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