
PINEWOOD FIRE DISTRICT
BOARD MEETING

September 21, 2021
1. Call to Order & Pledge of Allegiance:
Meeting was called to order at 3:00 p.m. with roll call and Pledge of Allegiance. 
2. Roll Call:

Members Present:

Chairman, Richard Drinen

Clerk, Barbara Timberman 

Member, Patricia Treharne Member, Lois Barnes 


Member, Robert Rose 
A quorum was established.
Staff Present:

Fire Chief, Josh Tope 

        
Office Manager, Sara Byerrum  
Dominic Garcia 

Chris Baird 



Kris Jordan



Ben Stream

Public Present:

Bob Timberman


Sue Drinen



Steve Bowyer

3. Administrative Remarks:
There were no administrative remarks.
4. Approval of Minutes: August 24, 2021:
Minutes approved as presented. 
5. Correspondence: 
Office Manager Byerrum provided thank you cards from residents and the Pinewood Lady Putters who donated to the department in appreciation of their services, quick response times, and professional and caring manners. 
6. Financial Reports: 
Chief Tope said that we are at 16.7% through the fiscal year and the expense categories are as follows: 1000 HR Salaries and Overtime is at 17.35% and HR Benefits at 19.03%, 2000 Physical Resources is at 1.84%, 3000 Operational Expenses is at 9.85% and Capital Expenditures is at 0.52% leaving the total expenditures for the fiscal year at 13.0%. 
7. Office Managers Report: 

Office Manager Byerrum said that we collected approximately $22,000 in ambulance revenue which is more than last August. Then she stated we collected approximately $3,200 in Stateland with an outstanding balance of approximately $8,700. She stated we will be seeing more wildland money coming in next meeting as we recently billed for the fires BearJaw responded to over the summer. She ended with AERO we still have outstanding billing. Chief Tope reviewed the run log with the board.
8. Chiefs Report:  
A. Response Exception Reports:
Chief Tope stated that the district responded to multiple Stroke and AFIB medicals. The crew responded to a truck that had hit a power line which started a small brush fire. 
B. Update on Legislative Issues:
Chief Tope stated the PSPRS board can now consolidate with other local boards. 
C. Operational Report: 
Chief Tope introduced Benjamin Stream the new full time Firefighter we recently hired. 
Next, Chief Tope stated that in regarding the BRIC grant, the county originally offered $75,000 and are now offering $310,000 and work can possibly begin next fall. Then he stated that we received an emergency response fund for a new scab bottle which is extra air in case the crews need to rescue one of their own. 
Chief Tope advised the board that the Agee’s fundraiser raised $100,000 and the Golf Tournament raised $17,000. The B Shift crew had the Pinewood Lady Putters Luncheon and they donated $250.00 to the Fire Station. 

Chief Tope ended with we had our audit last week and the Board should expect reports by next Board meeting. 

9.DISCUSSION: Fire Station: 

Chairman Drinen asked for the Chief to share his plans of the new Fire Station with the Board. 
Chief Tope shared a draft of a potential Fire Station. He stated he wants to keep it simple and have all business up front such as a community center and offices. In the back and upstairs will be the crews living quarters, kitchen, and a decontaminant area. 
Member Barnes asked Chief Tope what his plans were for the ditch. Chief Tope stated culverts will be used. Clerk Timberman asked if the bays will be drive through. Chief Tope stated all bays will be drive through. 

Chief Tope advised the board he is still meeting with architects to finalize plans and ideas.

Chairman Drinen asked Chief Tope where the crews would be living during construction. Chief Tope stated he has many possibilities and options he is looking into. 

10. DISCUSSION: Agee’s Donation:

Chief Tope stated he has been getting many questions about where the Agee’s Donation monies are going. He stated that he is going to put it towards Apparatuses as the Department is going to need a new Engine in the following years. Chief then advised the board he is not going to put it towards the building fund due to the bond that the Department will receive for a new Fire Station. Next, he stated he felt it was smarter to use the money towards a new Engine instead of having to lease one again. However, the engine purchasing will come after the build of a new Fire Station. This is since in previous purchases, we were limited to the size of the Engine we could purchase due to the size of the station. 
Lastly, Chief advised the board once the bond process begins the Fire Department is unable to make any changes. He stated this is to keep the process from slowing down. Chairman Drinen asked if before things are finalized if the board can have the individual come in and share the process and plans. Chief Tope answered with he will schedule that. 

Member Treharne asked the Chief to make sure the crews stayed involved with the plans of the new Fire Station. Chief Tope responded he plans on taking some of the crew to tour other stations and will make sure their opinions are implemented into the plans before finalizing. 

Member Barnes asked what it will it do to taxes? Chief Tope advised the mill rate and budget will stay the same, residents will see a bond rate at about 0.25%. 

11. CALL TO THE PUBLIC: 

Steve Bowyer thanked the crews and Chief for their participation in the Golf Tournament. He stated how much the community and himself really appreciate the participation in events from the members of the Fire Department. 
The meeting was adjourned at 3:40 P.M.

Next Meeting: October 26, 2021 at 3 P.M.

Respectfully submitted by   ____________________________________________________


       

          (Clerk of the Board, Barbara Timberman)
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