

PINEWOOD FIRE DISTRICT
BOARD MEETING

October 20, 2026
1. Call to Order & Pledge of Allegiance:
Meeting was called to order at 3:00 p.m. with roll call. 
2. Roll Call:
Members Present:

Chairman, Richard Drinen      Clerk, Barbara Timberman

    Member, Robert Rose 
Member, Norma Whitaker 
 Member, Barb LaBranche (Absent)
A quorum was established.
Staff Present:
Fire Chief, Josh Tope 

Office Manager, Tammy Pugh
Firefighter, Matt Burns
Captain, Josh Doak
Captain, Dom Garcia






 
Public Present:

Sue Drinen


Cheri Schultz

Brad Perry



3. Re-appoint Barbara LaBranche to the Fire District Board  
Tabled until November 2026 board meeting.
4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF BOARD MEETING: September 15, 2026
Chairman Drinen asked the board members if they have any corrections to the board meeting minutes.  There were no corrections presented. Chairman Drinen asked for a motion to approve the minutes as presented.  Member Rose moved, and Member Whitaker seconded. Motion was passed unanimously. 
Aye Votes: Chairman Drinen, Clerk Timberman, Member Rose, Member Whitaker.
5. CORRESPONDENCE
Chief Tope passed around a thank you card from a local resident who also included a Pinewood Fire blanket from years ago.
6. FINANCIAL REPORTS: Review and discussion of September expenditure as presented
Chief Tope said that we are 25% through the fiscal year and the expense categories are as follows: Total Revenue is at 36.8% with carry-over including the bond and 17.37% with carry-over without the bond, 1000 HR salaries and Overtime is at 29.81% and HR Benefits at 23.74%, 2000 Physical Resources is at 10.38%, 3000 Operational Expenses is at 23.6% and Capital Expenditures is at 21.38% leaving the total expenditures for the fiscal year at 24.36%.
7. OFFICE MANAGER’S REPORT: Financial and run log comparison exception reports
Office Manager Pugh advised that we received $9,491.07 in ambulance revenue, making our fiscal year $26,937.91. Outstanding we have $219,998.72 in ambulance revenue.  She had nothing to report on for State Land, Vehicle Stabilization, Ambulance in Collections, or Out of District Collections.
Chief Tope and Office Manager Pugh had a meeting with our billing company, EMS MC, and they are going to start to remove outstanding balances that are in the 121+ days outstanding.

Chief Tope reviewed the run log for September 2026.
8. RESOLUTION 2026-07: Annexation 264 W Dawn Circle

Tabled until owner submits signed paperwork.
9. STATION UPDATE
· Warranty reports have decreased to one or two a week.
· Chief Tope received the close out manuel.

· The station update will be dropped from the agenda.  If Chief Tope has any updates, he will advise of them in his chief’s report.

10. CHIEF’S REPORT 
A. Response exception reports
· C shift responded to an RV fire last Saturday.  The crew was at the church doing a CPR class, so their response time was extremely quick.  

·  A lot of smoke detector installations and checks.
B. Update on legislative issues
· AFDA conference will be held in Tucson this year, January 5-7, 2027  
C. Operational report
· Congratulations to Firefighter Josh Rygiel as he is our Exchange Firefighter of the Year!
· The GFR testing is in process and one of our own will be trying to lateral to Flag Fire.
· The SCAB meter on our compressor exploded.  We are currently going to Highlands Fire to fill our bottles.  Installation with a new meter will cost $10-12K. A new compressor will cost $40K.
· Bear Jaw assets are currently on public surplus.  The state wants to purchase the buggy and chipper.
· Another CPR class will be offered to the community soon.
· We will be hosting the County Emergency Management Wildfire tabletop exercise on November 5.
11. Call to the Public 
Brad Perry donated a bunch of his Pinewood Fire hats from over the years.  They will be displayed in the station.  Thank you, Brad!
The meeting was adjourned at 3:16 P.M.
Next Meeting: November 17, 2026, at 3 P.M.

Respectfully submitted by   ____________________________________________________


       

          (Clerk of the Board, Barbara Timberman) 
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